
WHAT HOUSING SHORTAGE? 

SCRAP THE BEDROOM TAX! 

We are told that the bedroom tax is fair because tenants on housing benefit should not 

have a spare bedroom because of the housing shortage. 

Really, what housing shortage? The last census of 2011 identified 23.4 million households in 

England and Wales. The average number of people per household was 2.4. Guess what? The 

number of bedrooms was 2.7. So there were 12% more bedrooms than people. If we adjust 

for the number of households who were married or cohabiting and therefore sharing one 

bedroom the surplus of bedrooms shoots up. Finally if a property was empty on the night of 

the census that property would be omitted, so the number of empty bedrooms increases 

even more.  

We could safely say that a surplus of 10m bedrooms exists. 

The reason is not hard to find. The rich own big houses with many bedrooms. They own 

more than one house. In England and Wales 1.6 million homes are second homes. In 

addition the rich own 0.82 million homes abroad. This is equal to 4.5% of households. In 

North Norfolk this shoots up to 15% when we consider second homes and residents who 

own second homes outside the county.  In addition there are 0.7m empty homes.  

So there is no housing crisis. There is only a crisis of the rich owning and controlling the 

housing stock.  

The posh boys Cameron and Osborne have become aware of these surplus bedrooms. 

Funny though, they only find them amongst the poor, amongst benefit claimants. So they 

introduce a tax which is unpayable and unfair, in order to drive claimants into smaller 

accommodation. As though this will solve the problem. 

If the Coalition was serious they would build more houses. Today we are building less than 

half the houses built during the Great Depression and they have smaller rooms. In addition, 

social housing in the 1930s made up a far larger proportion of houses than today. 

So if you want to end the overcrowding amongst families on housing benefits “build more 

homes”. And if you are short of money to do so, “then tax second homes and empty homes 

properly and adjust council tax so people occupying large and extravagant homes are taxed 

properly”. “Stop persecuting the poor”. 

Unfortunately the major parties represent the interests of the real shirkers, the parasitic 

rich. They will only change tack, when there is mass pressure from below, when they realise 

they need to build more homes for the poor or face the danger of having their own 



mansions taken away. Fighting the bedroom tax is a good starting point for building a 

movement that reverses the housing crisis started by the late Margaret Thatcher.  


